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Baskets from the Dawnland: Weaving the past and future together  
August 14 – November 28, 2015 
 

Description 
Co-curated by Tilly Laskey and Penobscot 
basketmaker Theresa Secord. The exhibition 
featured historic and contemporary items from 
MHS's permanent collections and private 
collections along with contemporary photos of all 
the artists taken by artist Christine Macchi.  
 
 
 

 
Direct collaborators 
Theresa Secord (Penobscot) 
Chrisine Macchi (Artist) 
 
Program "Dawnland Voies" associated with Baskets from the Dawnland featured Abenaki and Wabanaki 
writers including Donald Soctomah. This was my initial reintroduction to Donald which led to numerous 
presentations and work on Holding up the Sky and State of Mind.  
 
Outcomes 

• This positive experience led to Theresa Secord joining the MHS Board of Trustees. 

• Series of public programs 
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SPARK! Maine Art Stories  
November 3, 2017 – March 31, 2018 
 
 

 

Description 
Spark! Maine ART Stories explored the varied ways Mainers express 
themselves, and featured sixteen contemporary Maine artists who 
were diverse in their geography, their artistic mediums, and in what 
compelled them to create.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Direct collaborators/artists 
Titi de Baccarat (Aslyum seeker from Gabon), Gina Brooks (Maliseet), Brendan Bullock, Barbara Burns, 
Katharine Cobey, Decontie and Brown (Penobscot), Ayumi Horie (Japanese descent) , Hector Jaeger, Karen 
Jelenfy, David Johansen, Daniel Minter (Black), Geo Neptune (Passamaquoddy), Edmond and Brian J. Theriault 
(Acadian), and Ian Trask. 
 
Outcomes: 

• 13 My Maine Stories added to the Creativity section of Maine Memory Network 
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My Island Home: Recollections of Verlie Colby Greenleaf of Westport Island 
November 8, 2019 through April 25, 2020 
 
 

 

Description 
Verlie Greenleaf (1891-1992) bore witness to over a century of Westport 
Island's history during her 100-year life. Verlie donated photographs, personal 
notes, and sat for an interview in 1987, all part of the Westport Island History 
Committee's collection today. Her words frame the exhibition, providing a 
first-person account of her life. Westport Island History Committee is an 
active partner in Maine Memory Network, a collaborative network of over 
270 Contributing Partners administered by Maine Historical Society.  
 
 
 
 

 
Direct collaborators 
Gaye Wagner and members of Westport Island History Committee 
 
Outcomes 

• My Island Home is the first in a series of Contributing Partner rotating exhibitions in Maine Historical 
Society's Showcase Gallery. 

• 18 items and 1 exhibition added to MMN 

• Exhibition will be redeployed at Westport Island's facility 
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A Convenient Soldier: the Black Guards of Maine 
Fall 2020 
 

Description 
The Black Guards were African American army soldiers 
sent to guard the railways of Maine during WWII, from 
1941-1945.  The purpose of their deployment was to 
prevent terrorist attacks along the railways to keep 
Maine citizens safe during the war.   
This installation looks at the day-to-day lives of these 
loyal citizen-soldiers who stood watch during a time of 
a racially segregated country and military. Their watch 
embodied the incongruity they faced straddling a 
complex state of racism, and a citizenship that was 
exercised as a matter of convenience during war-time. 
 

 
Direct collaborator 
Asata Radcliffe, African American and Indigenous writer and multi-media artist 
 
 
Outcomes 

• All of MHS Black Guard items digitized (14) 

• Previously non-digitized collections from Monson Historical Society accessible  

• Art installation and collaboration with artist in gallery a new methodology for MHS 
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